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14 March 2007 
Summary of Activities Conducted by the EU Funded Child Labour Project in Çankırı 
· The Çankırı Provincial Project Coordinatio Office (PPCO) started its activities on 17 April 2006 at the Mareşal Çakmak Primary School supplementary building, allocated for this purpose by the Provincial Directorate of National Education

· The activities for child identification, monitoring and guidance started with the opening of the office. To identify child labour and to integrate working children into education, visits were made to the neighbourhoods of the province where child labour was observed mostly. Meetings were held with families, and 54 local organizations were visited for the purpose of publicity and cooperation.

· The first meeting of the Provincial Action Committee (PAC) was held on 04 July 2006. The PAC is composed of the representatives of the Governorship, Municipality, Provincial Directorates of Education, Health, Security and Agriculture, Gendarmerie, Republican Prosecutor, Çankırı Forestry Faculty, Ankara University Çankırı Vocational Health School, social partners (Türk-İş, Hak-İş), NGOs, etc. 
· The Çankırı Provincial Project Coordination Office was officially opened by Enis Yeter- Undersecretary of MoLSS, Ali Haydar Öner-Çankırı Governor, and İrfan Dinç-Major of Cankırı, on 5 July 2006.

· On the occasion of 12 June, World Day Against Child Labour, two events were organized with intensive participation across the province.
· Summer education programme was started in the Office for the working children identified as of August 2006. The summer education programme was conducted through teachers and voluntary instructors assigned by the Public Education Centre. 45 children attended the programme. The children who attended this programme were given lessons in balanced nutrition, chess, physical education and drama, lessons for reinforcement, and rehabilitation services.
· An education kit including a file, a school notebook, a drawing book, a pencil, a rubber, a toothbrush and toothpaste, a sweat suit and a pair of trainers were given as a present to every child who regularly attended the centre and displayed success.

· Following the summer education programme, emphasis was placed on educational services towards children whose needs were identified. 
· With the opening of the schools in September, 18 children who were not attending the school were guided towards formal education. 

· Educational materials and supplies from the Office were distributed to a total of 99 working children or children at risk of work covered by the project. School uniforms were provided to 75 children. The tastes and preferences of the children were taken into account, trying to create for them an atmosphere of shopping rather than a handout.

· The district meetings organized by the Provincial Directorate of National Education were attended in order to publicize the project across the province and raise awareness, especially among the school principals and teachers, and to extend the identification activities.

· The second meeting of the Provincial Action Committee was held on 06 December 2006. 
· Information meetings are organized towards the families of working children with a view to raising local capacity and awareness about the fight against child labour.
· Effective monitoring systems have been established and activities started in order to withdraw the identified children from the worst forms of labour and guide them towards education, to monitor their school attendance, and to make sure that they do not return to work again.

· For this purpose, two child labour monitoring systems have been put into operation in the province. The School-Based Monitoring System has been established in selected pilot schools, and findings are shared with the project coordination office at certain intervals. The Street-Based Monitoring System has also been put into operation.

· As a result of the activities conducted to identify the children working under bad conditions, a total of 159 children were reached by the end of January 2007 in the central district of Çankırı.
·  To identify the worst forms of child labour across the province, a field survey covering a total of 10,550 households has been conducted in the 12 districts (including the central district), 51 small towns and the villages (this covers one in every five household in the province).
Rehabilitation and Training Programmes ongoing at the Project Coordination Centre:

· Reinforcement lessons in support of children’s school lessons, outside the formal education hours
· Chess, drama and health training

· Turkish Folk Music Choir, Folk Dancing and Drama Teams, Volleyball Team (Girls).

· With the cooperation of Çankırı Vocational Health College of the Ankara University, a long-term programme has been established together with members of teaching staff and students to identify the health condition of the children and their families and to provide the applied education they need. Under this programme, and as part of their dissertation work, final-year students have carried out surveys of oral and dental health and body hygiene (hands and feet) with 130 children covered by the project at the Cumhuriyet and Atatürk Primary Schools. The university student groups formed before the semester holiday have started neighbourhood visits under the supervision of PPCO staff.

Planned activities:
· To measure the performance of the children covered by the project and enrolled in schools, visits will be made to the relevant schools, and meetings will be held with the school administrations, teachers and parents about what can be done to increase the performance of the children in the second half of the teaching year, to fight against the problem of child labour, and to ensure the more effective functioning of the School-Based Monitoring System.

· Discussions will be intensified with the Public Education Centre, with which cooperation already started, and the Municipality, the Employment Agency, the Association of Turkish Chambers and Exchanges, and other institutions concerned, to determine the vocational courses towards which the families of the children covered by the project can be directed.
· Opening literacy courses of Level I and Level II for illiterate parents

· Carrying out health screening of the children and their families and creating a health status file for each child

· Emphasis will be placed on visits to identify child labour in the industrial sector

PROJECT STATISTICS FROM ÇANKIRI PROVINCE

	Total Number of Children Reached
	159

	Gender
	Girls
	62

	
	Boys
	97

	Age
	6 to 14 
	147

	
	15 to 18 
	12

	Sector
	Working in Agriculture
	0

	
	Working in the Street
	83

	
	Working in Industry
	8

	
	Risk Group
	68


Profile of Identified Children
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NUMBERS OF CHILDREN and FAMILIES BENEFITTED FROM PPCO  TRAINING ACTIVITIES 
· Attending the PPCO


: 90

· Turkish Folk Music Choir

: 17

· Drama Team



: 11

· Volleyball Team (Girls)

: 20

· Vocational Course


: 3(Families)

· Literacy Course


: 38 (Families) (To start in March)

CHILD LABOUR BY AGE and GENDER
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CHILD LABOUR BY SECTOR and GENDER 
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CHILD LABOUR BY EDUCATION STATUS AND GENDER
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